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family was Nazi in sympathy and in the considerable
influence it exerted; there have been indications,
however, that its Nazi enthusiasm may recently have
waned/ It is also worth noting that a number of
Slovenian forests and the vineyards around Ptuj and
elsewhere are in German hands, some Reich German
and some minority German.
That the German minority was systematically buy-
ing up land became visible early in 1937,  It had been a
tenet of the Pan-Germans of old Austria that capital,
but particularly land, in non-German or disputed
districts, should be got into German hands; "he who
has land has power/' and the Germans in those days,
too,  organized "Defence  Societies," among other
things, to help their individual members to buy land
which then magically turned into "sacred German
soil/5   It is no secret that the Successor States carried
out their agrarian reforms with the idea of a counter-
attack in the minds of some of their administrators,
but in Yugoslavia as in Roumania it was Hungarian
not German land which was sometimes too freely
expropriated.    From about 1936 the acquisition of
land by Germans, by Reich Germans but mainly by
Yugoslav citizens belonging to the German minority,
was most evident in Slovenia, but the Slovene auth-
orities placed obstacles in the way.  In 1938, however,
leaflets appeared in German houses in Slavonia, in
Osijek and the neighbourhood, with the legend "wo
der deutsche Pflug zu pfliigen anfangt, hort er nicht
mehr auf" (Where the German plough begins to
plough, it will never cease to do so), and it was
noticed that Germans from the Voivodina, particu-
larly, were buying up land in Slavonia, especially